CENTRAL INDIA                          305

in length, the north side 6400 feet, and the long side to the
south-east 7400 feet The fort is situated between the R&m
Ganga and Gtinghan rivers, which are both difficult to crosst
the former on account of its broad sands, the latter on account
of its extensive ravines. Both on the north and east the place
is rendered almost inaccessible by the Piria Nala, a difficult
ravine, with steep broken banks and numerous deep pools of
water, quite impassable by wheeled vehicles. For this reason
the cart road to Bareli, distant only ]8 miles dne east, is not
less than 23 miles. Indeed the only accessible side of the
position is the north-west, from the direction of Lakhnor, the
ancient capital of the Katehria Rajputs. It therefore fully
merits the description of Hwen Thsang as being defended by
"natural obstacles." Ahi-chhafra is only seven miles to the
north of Aonla, but the latter half of the road is rendered
difficult by the ravines of the G&nghan river. It was in this
very position, in the jangals to the north of Aonla, that the
Katehria Rajputs withstood the Muhammadans under Firuz
Tughlak.1

Ahi-chhatra was first visited by Captain Hodgson, the
the surveyor, who describes the place as "the ruins of an
ancient fortress several miles in circumference, which appears
to have had 34 bastions, and is known in the neighbourhood
by the name of the "Pindus Fort/* According to my survey,
there are only 32 towers, but it is quite possible that one or
two may have escaped my notice, as I found many parts so
overgrown with thorny jangal as to be inaccessible* The
towers are generally from 28 to 30 feet in height, excepting
on the west side, where they rise to 35 feet. A single tower
near the south-west corner is 47 feet in height above the road
outside. The average height of the interior mass is from 15
to 20 feet. Many of the present towers, however, are not
ancient, as an attempt was made by Ali Muhammad Khan,
about 200 years ago, to restore the fort with a view of making
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